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From open to
smart storage:

. AATs Preserv 2 goes
& a3 international

An important progression from open to

smart storage will be presented in two
papers to be given by Presery at

.

international meetings this month. Open
storage combines open source software
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Preserv: Inspiration and Provision of Preservation Services for
Digital Repositories

About the project

Fast facts

e When: Preserv 2 from July 2007 to December 2008 (Preserv 1 ran from February
2005 to January 2007)

e Who: Southampton University (School of Electronics and Computer Science), The
National Archives, The British Library and Oxford University (Library Services,
Systems and Electronic Resources Service) ... collaborating people.

¢ Prior related work by the partners:

o Southampton: EPrints repository software, TARDis project, a sustainable
multidisciplinary institutional repository
o TNA: digital preservation at TNA, PRONOM, the file format reqistry
o BL: Digital Object Management (DOM) Programme
e Funded by JISC, within the programme Supporting Digital Preservation and Asset

Management in Institutions
e Keywords: digital libraries, institutional repositories, preservation, preservation
services, EPrints, PRONOM

Coverage of Preserv

Mawv 1. 2007 Proiect video. Preserv Us! The storv of the Preserv proiect bv the neoble
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Programmes

Capital programme

Proiects funded Capital programme

Calls for projects roadmap

JISC theme(s): e-Research, e-Learning, Network, e-Resources, Information environment, e-Administration, Access management

email this page . . . . ]
Committees: JISC Learning and Teaching committee, JISC Network comnmittee, JISC Support of Research committee, JISC Content

I ccrvices commmittee, JISC Integrated Information Environment committee, JISC Organisational Support commmittee

The capital programme is additional funding of £90 million over three years to enhance the network infrastructure
(SuperlANET 5), to digitise key resources for the academic community, and to support the development of e-learning;
e-infrastructure; virtual research environments; users and innovation; and repositories and preservation. Funding for
Super]ANET S has been provided by all JISC's funding partners. However, the remaining activities have been funded by
the Higher Education Funding Councils for England and Wales (HEFCE = and HEFCW ),

Funding opportunities 2006/2007

See projects funded under the capital programme

See the road map for calls, summary information for the background to the programme and progress of the capital programme.

July 07: Enterprise Architecture, e-Research: e-Infrastructure and Users and Innovation
Circular 02707 released 27 July 2007 {Deadline: 2 October 2007).
April 07: e-Learning, Repositories and Preservation and e-Research: e-Infrastructure

Circular 01707 {Deadline: 21 June 2007) Circular briefing day (9 May 2007, previously known as a Town Meeting) held on for those
interested in submitting proposals - FAQs and copies of the presentations are available to download. See supporting information

September 06: e-Learning, Users & Innovation, Repositories & Preservation and e-Research: e-Infrastructure and
Virtual Research Environments
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Nice, France
28-30 October 2008

3rd Annual Conference

Welcome to Planets

Planets, Preservation and Long-term Access through Networked Services, is a four-year
project co-funded by the European Union under the Sixth Framework Programme to
address core digital preservation challenges. The primary goal for Planets is to build
practical services and tools to help ensure long-term access to our digital cultural and
scientific assets. Planets started on 1st June 2006. This website makes available project
documentations and deliverables as Planets progresses so that these can be shared with
the libraries, archives and digital preservation community.

The strong Planets consortium brings together expertise across Europe from national
libraries and archives, leading research universities and technology companies.
Coordinated by the British Library, the partners are:

The British Library

The National Library of the Netherlands
Austrian National Library

The Royal Library of Denmark

State and University Library, Denmark
The Mational Archives of the Netherlands
The National Archives of England, Wales and the United Kingdom
Swiss Federal Archives

University of Cologne

University of Freiburg

HATII at the University of Glasgow
Yienna University of Technology
Austrian Research Centers GmbH

IBM Netherlands

Microsoft Research Limited

Tessella Support Services Plc

» Home

» About Planets
» News

» Events

» Publications
» Software

» ContactUs

News

Starting out: Preserving
Digital Objects - Principles
and Practice

18th June 2008

DPE, Planets, CASPAR and nestor
are delighted to announce that they
will be delivering the latest in a
series of collaborative training
intiatives to introduce the
Principles of Digtal Objects
Preservation. This event wil be
held in Prague, Czech Republic
from October 13-17 2008. [More]

Digital Preservation
Planning: Principles,
Examples and the Future
with Planets

16th June 2008

PLANETS and the Digital
Preservation Coalition (DPC) will be
holding a joint briefing day: Digital
Preservation Planning: Principles,
Examples and the Future with
Planets, on 28th July 2008, at the
British Library Conference Centre,
St Pancras, London. [More]

Information Society
Texhoadogis °




(overview )

Formats matter if digital content is to be
accessible now and preservable in the longer
term. Institutional Repositories (IRs), which
provide access to and store digtal objects
produced by many creators, will need to manage
a range of formats. This briefing paper explains
how formats affect preservaton, considers
which formats repositories should use for
deposit and storage, and describes the practical
steps reposidores can take fo produce an intial
preservation plan.
- /

How are formats used?

Digital documents are preduced, in one form or
ancther. using an application program such as a3
word processor. These documents are encoded with
information to represent characters, layout and other
features. The rules of the encoding are defined by
the chosen format of the document. Applicatons are
often closely ted to formats, e.g. Microseft Werd
can be used to produce the document (.doc) format.
Adobe Acrobat produces the portable document
format (pdf). These may not be the only formats
that an application can produce, e.g. Word can also
produce Rich Text Format (.rtf), and formats may not
be exclusive to one application.

why are formats important for
preservation?

Problems with application-specfic formats can
arise when users try 1o open a digtal document
without access to the applcation that was used
to create 1. or without the correct version of an
appication. This is most likely to happen when
opening a document created by someone else. This
problem increases over time, that s, it becomes
harder 1o open documents in ther origina' format
if the application has changed or no longer exists.

If appfcations and formats can change over tme,
it folows that some risk becoming obsolete. This
is why formats are a primary focus for preservation
actions, and why reposieries need to be aware of
the formats of the digital objects they store.

which deposit formats should an IR
allow?

There are many different types of digital objects
(e.g. texts, images, videos), and many different
applications for producing them. There are also
different views on which formats are the most
‘preservable’, and therefore which formats a
repository should allow to be deposited. There
is one format that an IR should always commit
to obtaning: the author's source format. That is,
the version produced by the author directly from
the application used at the time of completion.

The most common example of deviating from this
approach s a reguirement for authors to deposit
PDF, which s net an authored format - it is created
by converting from another format. By requiring
authors to submit the source format for preservation,
the repository can then convert to its preferred
presentation format, which could be PDF, if that
is dfferent from the source format. It is likely this
conversion can be automated and, in the process,
documented.

which formats should repositories
commit to support in the long-term?

The key phrase that describes the ideal
longer-term storage format s open standard,
meaning the specfication is freely available and
implementable. Consequently it is more [kely
that applicatons to view and use such formats
will be available at any given time, since viewers
can be developed by the wider community of
users with an interest in the format, and not just
the orignal application developer. Open standard
formats include OpenDocument format (ODF),
an XML fle format for electronic office documents.
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The FMO digital library is a unique online resource. It contains over 9,000 full-text documents
and journal articles in electronic format which can be searched, read online and printed as
required. The documents include both recent and historical grey {unpublished) literature and
research materials. The digital library contains full-text articles from back issues of key journals
in the field. For more background information please refer to our Case Study and Scope Policy

Journals

Technical

Web Catalogue

Organizations
documents.
Oxford University Research Archive (ORA) contains research publications and other research output produced by members of the University of Oxford. Podcasts To search both documents and journals, enter your search terms below. To limit your search to
Content includes copies of journal articles, conference papers, theses and other types of research publications. The full text of many of these items is a specific collection of documents or journals, use the "Advanced Search" option. For more
freely available to be used in accordance with copyright and end-user permissions. videos information, please refer to the Search Tips.
Oxford University Research Archive is a growing repository of Oxford research publications and is therefore not a complete record of the research output
from the university. Members of the University of Oxford may deposit items in Oxford University Research Archive. For more details contact us. Photos
Working papers Submit a document Advanced Search Search Tips ) ?
Disclaimer and Data Protection statement statement  Download Copyright guide (100kB PDF)  Take-down procedure and complaints (30kB PDF) ~Contact D R .
Site Copyright © 2008 Oxford University Research Archive All right [FUEnis & h
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Most of the experience of humanity is contained in the pas
Medieval and modern history has been studied at Oxford f
longer than at almost any other university: a Regius Professor
of Modern History was first appointed in 1724, and
undergraduate examinations began in 1850.
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This 15 the eprint server for the Mathematical Institute, University of Oxford.

Search records: ‘ ‘

—~ y YO "~

. .-.. A =-,‘ .IV; ;.;, HSearch]

ole | b V4
' = B i o "
2 . 4 D J ¢




TNA’s Seamless flow approach to preservation

1 2 3

Format Preservation Preservation
identification planning Action
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characterisation technology
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Southampton University
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combines an underlying
standard storage
approach with intelligence
provided through services




Smart storage for preservation in action:
Format identification and characterisation using DROID-PRONOM
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Wrapper )
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Continuum of provision of repository preservation services
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Preservation
services all
in-house
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Some preservation
services supplied
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[ CRIG Home | CRIG Telcon 29/3007 | CRIG Scenarios | CrigCasts (Podcasts) | Unconference (Bloomshury, Dec 6/7) | ReST Workshop (Bloomshury, Feb 3) |
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Zhe coolest thing to do with
. Your data will be
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Interface Group

JISC set up the Common Repository Interfaces Group (CRIG) to help identify problem spaces in the repository landscape and suggest
innovative solutions. The CRIG consists of a core group of technical, policy and development staff with repository interface expertise.
It encourages anyone to join who is dedicated and passionate about surfacing scholarly content on the web. Please see below for
joining details.

Workplan fectt]

For an interactive version of the diagram below (i.e. the image as a ‘table of contents’ that links to important pages throughout this wiki) please
see: http:/Awwa flickr. com/photosfwocrig/246987 7865/ &9

|| Define r'ltr \_ Prototype |—N\ Establish ||
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Interoperability in Action
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Preserv2 Project Structure
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Three fundamental preservation actions on data
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Preserv 2 [€jprints

[ Home | About | Browse by Year | Browse by Subject |
 Logged in as Mr David C Tarrant | Manage deposits | Profile | Saved searches | Review | Admin | Logout | [ Search |8

Formats/Risks

This EPrints install is referencing a trial version of the risk analysis service. None of the risk
scores are likely to be accurate and thus should not be used as the basis for a program of action.

High Risk Objects

Medium Risk Objects
Microsoft Powerpoint Presentation (Version 97-2002) & "3
Low Risk Objects

Preserv 2 is powered by EPrints 3 which is developed by the School of Electronics and Computer Science at the University of Southampton. More information and software credits. Elprl nt S
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