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overview

• what is penntags
• how does penntags work
• how is penntags used
• demonstration of penntags
• questions, questions questions
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what is penntags?
• social bookmarking tool

– save – web pages, queries, images
– contextualize – tags & annotations
– share – tag groups, projects, simple urls

• locally developed software
– support learning, teaching & research in an 

academic community
– support penn specific resources & environment
– fill needs not being met elsewhere
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how does penntags work?
• capture

– location, person, context with tags or annotations
– javascript bookmarklet, embedded or direct entry
– resolution services – openURL, DOI or proprietary
– provides simple cgi key / value pairs for input (api)

• store
– synthesizes relationships of posts to other posts, 

locations, owners, tags, or projects
• deliver

– retrieve with simple url that mimics directories (api)
– xml output to documented format transformed by xsl to 

maximize output flexibility and reusability (api)
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• users collect online resources in penntags. 
– assign tags
– write long annotations
– find the resources again using tags
– share the links, annotations, and tags with the world
– pull content into research guides, other web-pages
– demo…

how penntags works
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• simple bookmarking for later
– as a substitute for delicious in an academic context
– meetings with students

• managing & sharing lists
– annotated bibliographies by students
– research guide creation
– shadow catalog by enthusiasts

• creating flexible library projects
– business area studies
– pennvettags
– new vet home page

how penntags is used
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what‘s next?
• spreading penntags

– marketing penntags within the university
– collaboration with other universities

• improving functionality in the system
– measuring influence
– DOI support for import
– image functions

• output/input options
– output integration to other library resources
– export to delicious, endnote, rtf, refworks, bibtext, etc?
– published api
– RDF
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1. why not use delicious?
2. is it open source?
3. can we try it?
4. have you seen resistance by librarians?
5. what’s up with the birds?
6. what if someone posts illegal/inappropriate 

content?
7. from the audience.

questions
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How it is used
(by the numbers)

• the penn community – 67892 active credentials
• 8972 posts (7740 with tags)

• 582 unique owners
• average 27 posts / day
• 7304 unique tags used 26714 times
• average 4 tags / post
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Sources

Distribution of PennTags Posts by Source

url, 5436

voyager, 2215

ered, 705

vcat, 342

project, 262
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• The PennTags
tool
– Posts
– Annotations
– Tags
– Owners
– Clouds
– Projects

Parts of PennTags
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• Two methods
– Bookmarklet
– Embedded posting

• E-Resource Locator
• OPAC
• Open URL resolver
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