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Scope of Work 

Work will aid in the design and development of a suite of crawler, harvester, and metadata enhancement tools that may be used cost effectively to build ‘curated” collections of OAI (Open Archives Initiative) harvested and web-crawled materials. The aim of crawling, harvesting and spidering tools will be to capture/aggregate distributed networked information. Review of approaches to metadata analysis (Spotfire), enhancement, and enrichment will provide an initial take on strategies for overcoming metadata deficiencies as appropriate to selectively gathering items from distributed networked collections into “curated collections”. Work will involve evaluation, installation and configuration of third-party software, as well as writing, testing and maintaining programming code as required.  Work will include:

· Defining functional specifications for OAI harvesting and web-crawling tools

· Procuring tools conforming to the functional specifications; testing or prototyping tools and analyzing results; modifying tools based on continuing assessment and user feedback

· Analyzing data produced by OAI harvesting and web-crawling tool suite.

· Producing documentation required to transfer operation of tool suite 

· Evaluating crawled digital content and suggesting options for providing access to the content
· Reviewing approaches to metadata enhancement and enrichment at the user interface/access level, at ingest, etc
Reports Resulting from Work to Date
David Kellog, “Open Source OAI Metadata Harvesting Tools” (August 27, 2004). 

David Kellog, “Evaluation of Open Source Spidering Technology” (June 14, 2004)

David Kellog, “Spotfire Decision Site” (October 11, 2004). Review of Spotfire Decision Site for the purposes of XML validation  (e.g. as returned from harvested metadata)
Michael McKenna, “Ideas about Metadata Enhancement” (April 2004)
